She Has Two Hands, Thousands Of Stars

By JOSEPH OROVIC

Mestled in the corner of Regoe Park's
Shalimar r}irlg:rI Daveen 1 WAn Saunders n:,:||.:|i-
etly worked needle and thread, her fingers
instinctually dancing to the rhythm required
for cross stitching.

Saunders stitched Le Moyne stars, an
eight-point variety that lends itself to varia-
tion, She was w-;_lrk':ng on number 2, 300-
samething of over 3,000 stars in total, vary-
ing in color from pink. red, white and gold
to different shades of blues and grays.

Working on subways, in diners or at
home, her concentration and tenacity are
bvared lo malch amd resemble the mmanic work
of a subtle genlus. She ls driven by the same
Sq:plmnhur |||-;11'r1ir|3 burmed into all our rmdnds
almost eight vears agao, only it shines brighter
for Saunders.

The shine will come back and be shared
In time for Sept. 11's 10-year anniversary
with her hapeful completion of The Ameri-
cana Stars Memorial

Consisting of one star for every victim of
that day, underscored with their names and
spread over 50 panels spanning more than
200 feat, Saunders Is creating arguahbly the
largest hand-made Sept. 11 memaorial with
other stitchers country-wide and mostly an
her own dime

“I'didn’t wani a memorial that was about
pain, " she said. “[wanted something colerful
and hopeful enough for children to under-
stand but not too juvenile for adults.”

But with the hame stretch caming, finan-
cial realities have hit and the need for donors
is vary real,

“| went into this thinking [ can do this
project on my own, but now | realize there's

o way | could da this alone, ™ Saunders sald,
Mow Saunders has garnered the suppart
of elected alficials and faceless friends, and
gotten encouraging responses from major
institutions like the Smithsonian.

“She has remarkable motivation,” State
Sen. Toby Stavisky {D-Flushing) said. “I
truly feel very proud one of my constituents
has taken up this project herself, PL_‘:(||}|-'( say
that out of adversity comes strenath eand she
is a perfect example of that,”

Stawisky added that while she will try to
find some state fiscal support for the project,
the adds are slim given the current financial
climmuaie,

In the meantime, Saunders has recelved
rJus]lus fresm \,'u[_1'|_1-;_|'r|i_"r,_h_ |arr|.i|\.', friends, and
a fan way over in Fairbury, [ll. Population:
6,000,

Leigh Little saw an article about the me
morlal In Stiicher's Waorld Magazine and
contacted Saunders.

“T don't think she was wanting foor '.!w'||>.
But it's stitching - it's my thing, ™ Little said.
‘Ten years is definitely not
a timeline for one person to
complete this. It's like build-
ing a boat in your base-
ment.”

Saunders has found in
Little a kindred spirit and
encouraging voice. Along
with stitching, Little has
taken care of the electronic
end of things by cading the
Memarial s Web site,

T ean't tell Yo E:r1q1u3||
how much she has meant to

Doreen Lynn Saunders has been working on
this project,” Saunders sald. her Sept. 11 cross-stitch tribute for years.

[t's been golng on for lonaer than
Saunders wants to admit, this cbsession with
peedleEwark, It started when she was 12 tobe
exact, From embroidery te cross stitching,
the FIT grad has published three books of
drawings about quilts with Dover Publica
tions.

Saunders’ Sept. 11 stary is familiar. She
started the day with the usual trip to work,
uncertain about what was going on in Down-
town Manhattan. She reached her job on
34th Street and Gth Avenue and watched in
disbelief and horror for the next
several hours. She spent that night
fire Manbaiian and ihe nexl weelk in
tears.

Nigh'!w,' ware [est To r|i3]11|r|ar¢~,‘
of herself below the towers, screams
filling the air, body parts all around.
Visibly shaken, she still fights back
tears recounting the fall of 2001.

But all the work, empathy and
hours speent will be for |'|.nl|!.|||l if
Saunders doesn’t find a space big-

ger than the small studlo apartment she cur-
rently works out of, The next phase af the
[_1rr_1iun:;| Tg'quir*:s -:;'rq'alir'.H the |¢.r5? pnrw]s and
putting them together, “Getting the boat out
of the basement” as Little called it

With the help of a nonprofit arts organi
zation called Fractured Atlas, Saunders em

phasizes the project s now open to tax de-
ductible donations. .ﬂmyr_nw :«efdking [ 1%] |||.ﬂ;|
and learn more about the project can visit
The Americana Stars Memorial Web site at
www _Americanafrts. com.




